365 DAYS WITH JESUS
Suggestions:  Read the selection for the day.  Carefully ponder and look up any difficult words that may be in the text.  Read the scriptures several times to be sure you understand what the Bible is saying to you.  The study tips or just that, small tips to help you with your daily study.  The devotional and prayer suggestions are simply starters to help you use these studies. May God help us to all study diligently every day in 2011.  
January 1  Luke 1:1-4  Study Tips:  The words of this small introduction to the gospel of Luke are rich in meaning.  Notice he speaks of those things which are “fulfilled” and that men were “eyewitnesses.”  Luke says he has “perfect understanding of all things” and that he was writing to Theophilus an “orderly account” so that he may know the “certainty” of them. (Read also 1 John 1:1-4).  Luke’s account appear to not be the first of the 4 gospels (Vs.1), but is a very well organized account. 

Devotional Thoughts:  LUKE was a gentile (See Colossians 4:14) and is here also referred to as “the beloved Physician.”  He himself probably did not witness the things he is writing to Theophilus, but these are being given to him by the Holy Spirit.   Luke writes this very well organized gospel to convince his friend Theophilus of the truth of Jesus being the Son of God.  By the time Luke writes the book of Acts, Theophilus is a brother in Christ.  We can be certain of the truth about Jesus as well.  Doubt is dangerous (Heb.12:1).  We must thoroughly study the Bible to find the certainty of its truth, and then act on our faith and confidence in Jesus.  He is real, He was really seen by many people, He really died on the cross, and was resurrected to give us life.  Of these things we can be sure.  Prayer suggestion:  Thank God for the certainty of His truth and that we can know who Jesus is and be saved by Him.

January 2  John 1:1-5  Study Tips:  John’s account of the gospel is referred to as a non-synoptic account.  In other words, it does not cover the same materials as the other 3 accounts.  John begins in a unique place – “The Beginning.”  In this introduction we discover that Jesus is God, He is referred to as “The Word” and was in the beginning with God and had a hand in creation.  In John’s “prequel” we discover that Jesus came to bring us life (John 10:10) and that His light would be rejected (John 3:19).   John’s writings are very consistent as he will introduce his general epistle with similar words (1 John 1:1-5).
Devotional Thoughts:  When God created the world, He uses the phrase “Let US make man in OUR image” (Genesis 1:26).  John opens his gospel with Jesus being with God in the creation and being a part of all that is created.  Paul will indicate that the world stays together because of Jesus (Colossians 1:15-18).  God will make us in His image because we have a soul within us.  He will then send Jesus in our image to save us from our sins (John 1:14; Hebrews 4:15,16).  Prayer Suggestion:  Thank God that He sent Jesus to experience everything we do and to understand us.  Also thank God that we do not walk in darkness because of His Son and His word.
January 3  John 1:6-13  Study Tips:  John summarizes the coming of Christ and of John the Baptist (Jesus’ cousin) in this section.  John is the forerunner (one who comes before) of Jesus that had been declared in prophecy (See Isaiah 40:3-5; Matthew 3:1-17).  John prepared people not only for Jesus, but for the baptism that would place people into Christ (John’s baptism was for repentance, but prepared people for Christ’s baptism which is for the remission of sins).  John was not the light, but pointed people to Jesus who is the true light.  This light gives us the opportunity to become children of God.  This is not done in a fleshly way, but by being born again of the water and spirit (John 3:5).  When we are baptized into Christ, we put on Christ, and we are born into the family of God.
Devotional Thoughts:  We all want our “rights.”  As Americans we have many rights or powers that we can exercise.  In Christ we have the right (power) to become children of God (Christians).  Just like many soldiers for over 200 years have paved the way for us to be free in the U.S., Christ paid by His blood for us to serve God as His children.  Prayer Suggestion:  Father, thank You for sending Jesus to die for us so that we do not have to die in our sins.  Thank You for the freedom to become Children in Your household, and to be blessed by You as our Father.

January 4  John 1:14-18  Study Tips:  How do we explain God becoming flesh?  It seems impossible, but God did it in the sending of Jesus.  By His coming, He understands intimately the struggles we have in the flesh, yet, without sin (Heb.4:15).  Matthew 1:18 explains that Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit.  She therefore fulfilled what Isaiah spoke about (Isaiah 7:14).  Jesus brought with Him the fullness of God’s grace and truth so that we have everything we need to obey Him and live for Him.  Many have misunderstood the contrast of Moses and Jesus saying that there is no law in Christ.  This is not the case (Galatians 6:2).  The difference is that under Christ we have forgiveness once and for all through His blood, and are no longer dependent on the ineffective blood of bulls and goats (Hebrews 10:4).  We have all of God’s grace and all of God’s truth in Jesus.
Devotional Thoughts:  When someone does something nice for us that we have not earned, we have experienced grace.  Now imagine our having hurt the person who did the nice thing, and they still did this for us!  That is a taste of the grace of God (See Romans 5:8-10).  God did not wait for us to become perfect for such is impossible.  Instead He makes us complete in Christ and erases our sins through His blood.  That forgiveness and the knowledge of forgiveness that comes through the word are just two examples of the grace of God we live in every day.  Prayer Suggestion:  Father, thank you for the grace you have poured out into our lives by the coming of Jesus.  Help us to show our appreciation for that grace every day by living as you want us to.
January 5  Luke 3:23-38  Study Tips:  The ancestry of Jesus is amazing.  He was in the lineage (through His mother) of the greatest of the great.  Jesus by birth is of the tribe of Judah – the tribe from which all of the kings came. However, there are also rascals and immoral people in the lineage.  There is Rahab, and Tamar, and Bathsheba, all of whom were immoral women.  You also have evil kings like Manasseh.  There are two genealogies, the other is the introduction to Matthew (Matthew 1:1-17).  You will notice differences.  Matthews account begins with Abraham, and Luke’s account goes all the way back to Adam.  There are names missing from these accounts, because Uzziah is listed as Joram’s son (Matthew 1:8), and yet he is his great-great grandson.  The Jews were not so concerned with every name as they were neat lists and legality.  These two lists meet those terms.  Matthew’s account shows Jesus’ Jewish lineage through Joseph, whereas Luke’s account shows His kinship to all men through Adam by Mary His mother.

Devotional Thoughts:  It is a wonderful thought to realize that God sent His Son in the flesh to save us.  It is equally wonderful to recognize that He is one of us and yet God, all at the same time.  It is little wonder that when we pray God asks that we approach Him through Jesus (See John 16:23,24).  Jesus is our intercessor (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25).  Because our Savior lived as one of us, and apparently continues in the resurrected human form (1 Timothy 2:5), He can convey to God our failures and needs.  Prayer Suggestion:  Thank God for His wonderful plan to send Jesus in the flesh to understand us, and to intercede for us.    
January 6  Luke 1:5-20  Study Tips:  John’s birth was miraculous.  Zacharias and Elizabeth were far past the time of having children.  Yet, God through His plan to send a forerunner of Jesus, and Elizabeth being the relative of Mary (Luke 1:36) blesses them with this child.  Gabriel appears to Zacharias as he is serving in the temple and tells him of the child that Elizabeth will have.  John will be a powerful prophet and come in the spirit of Elijah to proclaim the way of the Lord.
Devotional Thoughts:  God can do things that are abundantly above all that we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20,21).  He gave Zacharias and Elizabeth a child in their old age, and no ordinary child, a promised child who fulfilled prophecy (Isaiah 40:3-5).  Prayer suggestion:  Pray that God will increase our faith and trust in Him, and that we do not limit the good that He can accomplish in us.
January 7  Luke 1:21-25  Study Tips:  On the day that Zacharias was visited by an angel of God named Gabriel (Who is mentioned two other times in scripture in Daniel 8:16 and 9:21), Gabriel strikes him mute.  He does this because of Zacharias’ doubt that he and Elizabeth can have a child.  Until the day that John is born, Zacharias cannot speak.  When he comes out of the temple the people marvel at this.  Elizabeth goes into hiding (perhaps because of the marvelous thing and her inability to explain).  Elizabeth proclaims that the Lord is kind in taking away her reproach (a common thought among Jewish women (See 1 Samuel 1 and Hannah). 
Devotional Thought: We often doubt the power of God just like Zacharias.  When we do, we limit our faith and our ability to perform the service God wants us to do on this earth.  Noah did not doubt and built the ark exactly as God told him (Genesis 6).  Abraham did not doubt and was willing to sacrifice his son just as God had told him (Genesis 22:1-19).  When we conquer our doubts, God can do more with our lives (Matthew 21:22).  Prayer suggestion: Ask the Lord to help you to conquer your fears and doubts, and to trust Him to do everything He plans through your life. 

January 8  Luke 1:26-33  Study Tips: Gabriel is also the angel sent by God to announce to Mary that she would have a child of the Holy Spirit.  David Roper writes, “The first announcement (about John, TFH) was made in the most sacred city in Palestine, the second (about Jesus, TFH) was made in one of the most despised” (Truth for Today Commentary – The Life of Christ – Vol.1 – Pg.47).  Even though Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, the announcement comes as Mary is living in Nazareth, a town of terrible reputation. Nazareth does not even appear in most lists of the ancient cities of Palestine.  Here Mary lives as a poor, seemingly insignificant young woman.  Gabriel tells her tht she will have a child and she will call His name Jesus.  Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew “Joshua” which means “Jehovah Saves.”  What a wonderful announcement, and a wonderful name.

Devotional Thought:  The choosing of Mary as the mother of Jesus was an act of grace.  Gabriel calls her the “favored” one (Vs.28).  This word is a derivative of the word “grace.”  God did not choose Mary for her perfection, but rather for what He could accomplish through her.  This is the way it is with all of us.  We may have great talent, but we have all sinned before God (Romans 3:23).  God does not accomplish His will through us based on our perfection, but rather because of His ability to accomplish great things through us when we are willing to submit.  Prayer suggestion:  Ask the father to shape and mold you after His will so that through you He can accomplish His great work.
January 9  Luke 1:34-38  Study Tips:  A young Jewish woman in the first century found to be with child while unmarried had possible grave consequences.  The Jewish “betrothal” was an incomplete marriage.  Some Jewish families had a formal “betrothal” ceremony where the dowry that had been agreed upon was given to the bride’s parents.  The wedding day was actually only a feast, and no formal ceremony was performed.  If there was unfaithfulness once the betrothal took place, it was considered adultery (Deuteronomy 22:23; Matthew 1:19) and required a divorce writ.  Mary defends herself proclaiming she had been with no man.  She fulfilled Isaiah 7:14 because of this, and the angel tells her that she had conceived by the Holy Spirit.  Mary believes and proceeds to do what the Lord was calling on her to do.  Mary presents herself as the Lord’s maidservant before the angel leaves her (Vs.38).
Devotional Thoughts:  Some of the job we must do as Christians are unpleasant.  We may be called upon to intervene in a bad situation, or to expose sin.  Whatever the Lord is calling upon us to do, we must forge ahead.  Perhaps we should think of Mary and her predicament, and the fact that she did not doubt what she was doing and continued steadfast.  Prayer suggestion:  Ask the Lord to help you through the difficult tasks that you face, and to help you maintain the willing servants attitude as you perform what He wants you to do. 
January 10  Luke 1:39-45  Study Tips: Mary goes to the town in which Zacharias and her relative Elizabeth lives.  When she enters and greets her, Elizabeth’s baby (John) leaps in her womb and she is filled with the Holy Spirit and pronounces great blessings on Mary.  Elizabeth is extremely grateful that the Lord chose her to be the one Mary came to visit, and to be given this pronouncement.

Devotional Thought:  The Lord blesses us for being at the right place at the right time.  We rarely know or understand why the Lord blesses us, but He does.  Paul speaks of God’s “abounding upon us” His blessings (Ephesians 1:8).   As Christians we should be thankful every day that the Lord blesses us so much.  Even when things are not going well, there are still so many blessings in our lives it is hard to list them.  Prayer suggestion:  You, and if you have a family, make a list of the blessings God has given you today.  Take some time with this, and then pray about everything on your list.  As the Old song says, “It will surprise you what the Lord hath done.”
